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_* Hyatt Shanghai Crowns Jin Mao Tower
Exclusive Interview with Mr. Richard Greaves,
Gen€rallManager of Grand Hyatt Shanghai PRI
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HBA And Canvas Art Consultancy Create Masterpiece
Interiors For NUO'S Beijing Debut

HBA 5 Canvas #FAItRESBEHERIRE

Edit: Fanny

lobal hospitality design leader Hirsch Bedner

Associates (HBA) called on the expertise of
art consultancy division, Canvas, in creating Ming-
inspired interiors for new hotel brand, NUO.
Developed by Kempinski Hotels specifically for the
Chinese domestic market, the chain’s debut property
is situated in the heart of Beijing’s historic Chaoyang
district. Set to expand nationwide in coming years,
the brand celebrates China’s diverse cultural
traditions, heritage and aesthetics through a localized
approach to art and design. Striking a careful balance
between authentic and avant-garde, creative flair and
commercial viability, HBA and Canvas set the stage
for world-class service and unmistakable luxury.

Steeped in history, NUO's Beijing locale provided the
catalyst for Canvas and HBA’s stunning interventions.
The hotel is a short distance from Beijing’s signature
hutongs - walled networks of alleys and lanes, home
to countless courtyard houses. These nearby emblems
of Beijing conjured a similarly representative aesthetic
for NUQ'’s flagship property: Ming dynasty China.
A cultural high point, the 14th to 17th centuries
saw Chinese painting, ceramics, lacquerware and
porcelain flourish, presenting HBA with an abundance
of inspiration. In particular, the design trope called
on international art consultancy Canvas’ full scope
of expertise, from conceptualization, sourcing and
commissioning of artworks, through to procurement
and installation.

From Shanghai’s world-renowned Peace Hotel to

Shenyang'’s iconic Grand Hyatt, a diverse portfolio
of high-end hospitality projects in China and beyond
has seen Canvas develop an unparalleled network
of artists, galleries, collectors and dealers throughout
China. After careful consideration of the unique
demands and spatial possibilities of each of NUO's
various areas, as well as the property’s intended
character and tone, Canvas commissioned a collection
of artworks to match the client’s expectations.

With that in mind, the consultancy commissioned
Hubei-born artist Zeng Fanzhi to create vast oil
on canvas, Abstract Scenery. All vivid hues and
meandering lines, the work evokes a timeless,
otherworldly landscape that is in direct contrast to
the bustle of NUQ's Beijing locale. Long synonymous
with Chinese craftsmanship, porcelain flourished
during the Ming dynasty. Here, the medium is
reimagined through Wu San Bao’s towering vases,
each painstakingly hand painted. Positioned in
the main lobby, they greet guests in stunning style.
Elsewhere, two of Pascale Marthine Tayou’s signature
‘Totems’ see blue and white vases stacked to the
ceiling to form deceptively precarious-looking pillars.

Throughout the 439-room hotel, Ming traditions
such as calligraphy, ink painting and shan shui
get a modern-day makeover by a who’s who of
contemporary artists. Together, and in the context
of China’s ancient capital, they create a compelling
sense of familiarity, laced with an unmistakable edge.
For example, the hotel’s 42 suites were inspired by the
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musings of Ming dynasty scholar, Wen Zhen Heng.
At NUO, that translates to bespoke furniture, unique
artworks and hand-painted plaques in redolent shades
of blue.

Offering a customized approach to luxury, Kempinski
Hotels” NUO raises the bar for the Chinese domestic
hospitality market through its one-of-a-kind approach
to art, design and luxury. Reinforcing the brand’s
discerning yet contemporary edge, Canvas’ carefully
curated artworks installed throughout the flagship
property brings calibre and prestige to this year’s most
exciting hotel launch yet, complementing HBA's
Ming-inspired interiors beautifully.
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