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GuanGzhou’s new four seasons 
marries art with drama

among The clouds

avant garde is not a term often used to 
describe a Four Seasons Hotel. But it 
unmistakably fits the usually conservative 

group’s architecturally dramatic new property in 
China’s southern provincial capital, Guangzhou.  

Occupying the top third of the 103-story 
Guangzhou International Finance Center,  Four 
Seasons’ latest Chinese property is, in the words of 
General Manager Bahram Sepahi, “one of a kind, 
and as state of the art as it gets.” As arresting in 
its design as anything Beijing, Shanghai or Hong 
Kong has to offer, the hotel is a game-changer for 
both Four Seasons and the city.

The hotel group worked closely with the 
London architectural firm Wilkinson Eyre and 
the Santa Monica-based interior designer Hirsch 
Bedner Associates (HBA) to create an impact and 

moment” — after an ear-popping 70-story 
ascent in a high-speed elevator — is walking 
into the towering, tapered atrium lobby, with its 
imposing red-steel sculpture by the Australian 
artist Matthew Harding. Striking artworks are to 
be found throughout the hotel; 1,300 new pieces 
were commissioned for guest rooms and public 
areas, mostly from cutting-edge Chinese artists. 

The rooms and suites, with their spectacular 
cityscape views — particularly those overlooking 
the Pearl River — also pack a considerable visual 
punch. “The interior took a lot of coordinated 
planning, looking at spatial relationships,” says 
Sepahi. “Every room has a bit of a different 
layout. You don’t usually go into a hotel room 
or bathroom and find these majestic structural 
round columns.”

Four Seasons upholds Guangzhou’s longstanding reputation as 
the gourmet capital of mainland China. The Kumoi Japanese 
restaurant on the 72nd floor is overseen by Chef Kazumi Sawada, 
whose previous restaurant Banreki Ryukodo in Tokyo earned a 
Michelin star under his leadership. In a city particularly known for 
great seafood, Law Yiu Choi, a Chinese executive chef famed for 
his expertise with abalone, was recruited for the Yue Yue Heen 
Cantonese restaurant on the 71st floor. 

The “special occasion” restaurant, though, is catch on the 
100th floor. Chef Paddy Chan presides in what General Manager 
bahram sepahi calls “a dreamlike restaurant” designed by hong 
Kong-based Steve Leung. Fresh seafood dominates the menu, 
which also includes grain-fed Black Angus beef. The steamed 
lobster with foie gras mousse and fruit carpaccio with a port-wine 
reduction melts in the mouth.                                                 R.L.

ambience that would impress both well-traveled 
Four Seasons guests and the wealthy locals who 
park their Lamborghinis and Ferraris outside.

Says Ian Carr, co-chief executive officer of 
HBA: “The Four Seasons Hotel Guangzhou is 
perhaps the most extraordinary hotel in China, 
and is certainly the most daring of the Four 
Seasons properties. The goal of the HBA design 
team was to make guests feel not only as if they 
were part of this updated Chinese culture, but 
also as if they were living among the clouds. The 
marriage of the two ideas worked seamlessly 
throughout the design of the space, successfully 
connecting Chinese culture and modern interior 
design to the soaring space beyond the windows 
and walls of the physical building.”

For first-time visitors, the inaugural “wow 

The hoTel is a  
game-changer  

for four  
seasons

food, glorious foodFour Seasons is not the only high-end operator 
in the city. Many of the major international 
groups are already represented, and Hong Kong’s 
Mandarin Oriental Hotel Group recently opened 
in the Tai Koo Hui luxury commercial complex.

Four Seasons Hotel Guangzhou has, however, 
raised the bar dramatically and, in the process, 
given a city often overlooked in favor of its 
southern neighbor Hong Kong a major boost in 
desirability as a destination. 

“It was partly a question of Four Seasons 
bringing something special to a landscape which 
perhaps needed it,” says Sepahi. “Everybody 
who got involved knew that they had to deliver 
at the highest standard, and it came together 
spectacularly well.”

Robin Lynam

clockwise from left:  
The high-graphic lobby, 
view of the atrium,  
Tian bar and the  
presidential suite.
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